ALTERATION + ADDITION

Belmont House
by Kennedy Nolan

ELBOURNE, VIC o
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Informed by the memories of the
original house, this alteration and
addition sets the stage for family
life, providing opportunities for
both connection and privacy.

Words by Mark S Y

01 A central garden area,
protected by the house’s
L-shaped plan, offers
ample space for play.

02 The children’s bedrooms
line up along the
southern boundary to
form a distinct wing.
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achel Nolan of Kennedy Nolan starts her story of this

alteration and addition with the description of a meeting.

Not with her clients, but with the elderly couple from whom

they’d just bought the house. “We were charmed by them,”
says Rachel, “and we were struck by the strong sense of their
personalities, which they had so clearly imprinted on the house. It
felt warm with memory.” The couple had lived in the old Victorian
home on a leafy street in Melbourne’s Kew for decades, first with a
growing family and then by themselves. The house had been a stage
set for these many years of life, but in turn, their years of life had
been marked on the house, through incremental renovations and
the accumulation of furniture and objects.

The significance Rachel places on this meeting speaks directly
to the distinction between house and home, a central concern for
architects designing buildings that are not just to live in (or to be sold
at a profit), but where their clients’ lives will unfold over years and,
potentially, decades. At this project in Melbourne’s Kew, Kennedy
Nolan’s role was to create an environment where this lifecycle of
home would begin again, for their clients’ family.

The home they designed comprises three sections: an adult’s zone
at the front of the old house, a communal living zone in the middle
and the kids’ domain at the rear. Each zone feels quite distinct,
yet they flow into each other in a way that encourages exploration
and interaction. The adult’s section is something of a parents’
sanctuary, with a lounge room that is formal but also very warm

042 HOUSES - ISSUE 119

and comfortable. There’s soft grey carpet underfoot, and a lounge
and armchairs upholstered in quilted velour, but also an upright
piano, making this front room a place for kids’ piano practice as
much as parents’ quiet time.

A wide doorway leads through to the main bedroom, again
hinting at a desire for family connection. And a semicircular mirror
above the doorway creates an optical illusion that reinforces the
feeling of openness - you have to look twice to check that it isn’t a
window. A study, accessed via a narrow hallway, is the only explicitly
private space in the house. It’s a room for working and, judging by
the wall of books, reading too.

Deeper into the house, the grey carpet gives way to beautiful
large-format porcelain tiles in a geometrical pattern of black, white
and green, which demarcate the central dining and kitchen zone.
Natural light washes in from east- and north-facing windows,
amplifying the sense of contrast to, and transition from, the older
part of the home. The geometric theme of the tiles is echoed in the
neat composition of the kitchen, a carefully arranged presentation
of white cabinet doors, Victorian ash veneer joinery, timber lining
boards, an angular black steel island bench topped with white
natural stone, twin black cylindrical rangehoods and natural
stone splashbacks. A timber-clad nook houses a secondary meal
preparation area; the walls here rise up to a vaulted ceiling, creating
an ambience reminiscent of a tiny chapel.

From the kitchen, the floor steps down to the lounge room,

roughly square in shape, which occupies the elbow in the house’s
L-shaped plan. The room can be accessed directly from the front
yard via a secondary door to the right of the main entrance. There’s
a fireplace, a TV concealed by joinery and a large modular lounge,
and it’s easy to imagine the kids running in through the side door
after school, and later, the entire family coming together on the
lounge at the end of a busy day.

With the drop in floor level to the lounge room, the floor surface
changes again, to travertine tiles, and these continue through to the
kids’ bedrooms at the rear of the house. The bedrooms line up along
the southern boundary, creating a discrete wing to the residence,
each room having its own mini-mezzanine as well as a door out
to an external walkway that sits below the level of the lawn. On a
summer’s evening it must be the best place for the kids to hang out,
with siblings and friends perched on the retaining wall to the lawn,
or legs dangling off the edge of the mezzanines, resting between dips
in the pool at the bottom of the yard.

But then this house has so many distinct spaces suited to
different kinds of occupation, some aligned with traditional
room functions, others more spontaneous. There are changes in
materiality, ceiling height and floor level, myriad places to be quiet
or to come together, pass through or linger. The house is once again
a stage set for everyday family life, where everyone can find their
place at any time, the building interwoven with lived experience.
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05 The only explicitly private

area in the house is
the study, a place for

working and for reading.

Plan 1:400
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06 The main bedroom, nestled
within the parents’ sanctuary,
features soft grey carpet and
bespoke wallcoverings.
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Entry

Formal living
Main bedroom
Walk-in robe

Terrace
Laundry
Study
Dining
Kitchen
Living

Mud room
Bedroom
Guest room
Pool
Garden
Barbecue
Service yard

07 Natural light and timber

lining boards amplify
the contrast between
the new and extant
parts of the home.

08 A marble vanity

and stone floor tiles
complement the
lightness of the oiled
timber lining boards.

Sections 1:400
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09 Velour-upholstered
armchairs and an ornate
fireplace bring a sense
of warmth and comfort

to the adult’s lounge.
Artwork: Patti Bergin.
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Architect

Kennedy Nolan

+61 3 9415 8971
email@kennedynolan.com.au
kennedynolan.com.au

Project team

Patrick Kennedy, Rachel
Nolan, Victoria Reeves,
Dominic Wells, Susan Syer,
Adriana Hanna

Builder
Overend Constructions

Consultants

Engineer: Webb Consult
Landscape: Amanda
Oliver Gardens

Products

Roofing: Lysaght Trimdek

in Colorbond ‘Night Sky” and
flashing in ‘Night Sky” and
‘Surfmist’; Ampelite fibreglass
roofing with Trimdek profile
External walls: Recycled
pressed bricks in Dulux
‘Natural White’; Tait Timber
and Hardware shiplap
cladding in Dulux ‘Natural
White” and external timber
battens in Cutek ‘Black Ash’
Internal walls: CSR Gyprock
plasterboard in Dulux
‘Natural White’; Tait Timber
and Hardware V-joint timber
lining in Treatex oil; recycled
pressed bricks in Dulux
‘Natural White’; Portugal Cork
cork in ‘Charcoal’

Windows and doors: Aplo
steel window frames in Dulux
‘Black’; Low-e toughened
double-glazed windows;
cedar window frames in
Dulux ‘Natural White”;

timber door frames in

Dulux ‘Natural White”;
Twenty?2 Sisal Grasscloth
Flooring: Igattipardi
Angelica tiles from Signorino;
RMS Natural Stone and
Ceramics Travertine tiles;
Supertuft Escape Velour in
‘Swat” and ‘Vamoose’
Lighting: Wastberg w151
Extra-Large Pendant from
Euroluce; Paris Au Mois
D’Aout drop light from Hub
Furniture; Douglas and Bec
custom chandelier; Nemo
Lampe de Marseille; Pandul
Wall VIP V029 from

Luke Furniture

Kitchen: Artedomus Elba
stone slabs; George Fethers
Victorian ash veneer in
Treatex oil; Franke Centinox
stainless steel sink; Miele
oven, induction cooktop

and integrated dishwasher;
Astra Walker Icon sink mixer;
Qasair Albany rangehood

in powdercoat Dulux ‘Black’;
Mitsubishi multi-drawer
fridge; Abey The Hawksbury
sink; Blum Tandembox
Antaro drawer system;
custom steel detailing by
Overend Constructions

in Dulux ‘Black’

Bathroom: Artedomus Elba
stone tile; TopCer Antilia in
13" and ‘14’ from Artedomus;
Ceramica Vogue Laguna
from Classic Ceramics;
Duravit Starck under-counter
basin from Mary Noall;
Caroma Shark 1675 bath and
American Standard Cygnet
toilet, both from Reece;
Caroma Quinn 875 under-
counter basin; Astra Walker
Icon basin mixer

Heating and cooling: H20
Heating hydronic panel and
in-slab system; LouvreTec
180 Linear Opening Roof;
Jetmaster Heat and Glo

gas fireplace

External elements:
Mentone Premix exposed
aggregate concrete;
Kanmantoo bluestone
Furniture: B&B ltalia
Tufty-Too sofa from Space
Furniture; CC-Tapis Oldie
Segni Minimi rug from Loom
Rugs; Lowe Furniture Atticus
table, Objekto Paulistano
chair, Moroso Redondo sofa
and chairs, all from Hub
Furniture; Fred Ganim coffee
table and Ringvide Studio
Weave Cabinet, both from
Criteria Collection; Anchor
Ceramics vessells; Gubi
stools; Dessein Pieman chair;
Kristalia Elephant chair

from Fanuli Furniture;
Jardan Riley table



